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Transcribed from the passenger list (U.S. National Archives and Records Administration 

microfilm publication M425, part of Record Group 36).  Entries that were indexed differently by 

Ancestry.com are shown in parentheses.  Families in bold type are associated with the settlement 

of Vevay, Indiana, a total of 30 persons identified so far.  Many of the other names on this list 

can be found in the vicinity of Le Locle in the Canton of Neuchâtel, Switzerland.  Please let us 

know if you can identify any of the other passengers! 

 

Cabin Passengers: 

 

1. Louis Baert & Servant (Baertsch) 

2. William Zaeb & Servant (Zarbo) 

3. H. Van Tell (see below, if the biographical sketch of Dr. Henry Detwiller is correct, 

this must be “General VanDame”, General Dominique-Joseph René Vandamme, 

Count of Unseburg, 05 nov 1770-15 jul 1830, traveling under a pseudonym!  The 

French exiles who sailed for America frequently disguised their identity until they 

were safely out of Europe.) 

4. Doct
r
 Henry (Doett Henry) (in other words, this is Doctor Henry—and he turns out to 

have been Dr. Heinrich Detwiller 1795-1887, see below!  The “official” modern 

spelling in Langenbruck, Basel-Landschaft, is Dettwiler.  Our thanks to Dick Howick 

for bringing this discovery, along with the identity of the Kamber family, to our 

attention.) 

5. Anna Skelling, Servant (Shelling) (the way the list is formatted, plus the fact that she 

was not credited with any separate luggage, suggests she was the doctor’s servant) 

 

Steerage Passengers 

 

1. Joseph Geshwind, wife 

2. Rudolf Slyger, wife, 1 child (Kyger) 

3. Jacob Huggel 

4. Jon
s
 Masmeuster, wife, 1 child (Jone Masmeaster) (the abbreviation is most likely for 

Johannes) 

5. Jacob Spaar, wife, 3 children 

6. Johan Smaglin (Smeiglin) 

7. H. G. Hawry, wife (Haury) 

8. George Chiro 

9. Bastian Weetz, wife, 6 children (Weets) 

10. Sebastian Fram, wife, 3 children (Sebantian, which is what it actually says) 

11. Joh
n
 Speizer, wife, 7 children (John, but the abbreviation is more likely for Johann) 



12. Christian Echloff, wife (Eckloff) 

13. L. Godefroy 

14. Michael Deck 

15. Henry Fripelt (should this be Tripelt?) 

16. Henrich Swartz 

17. Franz Song, wife  

18. T. G. Peterman, wife 

19. F. Gerber, wife, 2 children 

20. Matheus Maderi (Mathews Maderi) (This is almost certainly the Matthias Madery who 

settled in Vevay and stated in his application in Switzerland County for naturalization 

on 21 oct 1828 that he had arrived in Philadelphia in 1817.  He also stated that he was 

age 19 when he arrived, and had been born in the Canton of Basel.) 

21. T. R. Schneider, wife, 1 child (the number of children was listed as 2, but later altered—

the total number of persons in the family is clearly listed as 3) 

22. F. Muller, wife, 2 children 

23. F. Bussinger, wife, 5 children 

24. Jacob Gass, wife, 8 children  

25. Daniel Lehner, mother, 2 sisters, 1 brother  

26. Johan J. Racker 

27. Johannes Racker 

28. Charles S. Sands 

29. Andreas Blauer (Andrews Blaner) 

30. H. J. Blauer, wife, 2 children 

31. Maria Brack 

32. H. R. Fass, wife, 6 children 

33. Johannes Blauer, wife, 4 children 

34. Jacob Blauer, wife, 6 children 

35. Anna Wilson, 1 child 

36. Gasper Grab, wife, 5 children (Garper) 

37. Conrad Gralz, wife, 1 child (Grals) 

38. Henreas Frey, wife, 2 children 

39. Johannes Schafler, wife, 9 children 

40. Hans U. Amsler (Hans M. Amsler) 

41. Jacob Vogt, wife, 3 children 

42. Hans Jacob Schaul, wife, 5 children 

43. Johan J. Reiff, wife, 4 children (Johan T. Reiff) 

44. Joseph Marford, wife, 4 children 

45. V. Harensfratz (Harenspratz) 

46. Joseph Gurley 

47. C. F. Thompson, wife, 5 children 

48. Jaques Bran (perhaps an attempt at Brun? or Brandt?) 

49. Peter Pfle, wife, 2 children 

50. Johannes Solensky 

51. Jean Pierre LeRoy 

52. Anna Paule 

53. Durs Camber (identified by a descendant as Kamber, from Ifenthal, Solothurn) 



54. Rudolf Schat, wife, 1 child 

55. Elisabeth Muller (or Elizabeth) 

56. Hans U. Burgander, wife, 5 children (Hans M. Burgander) 

57. C. A. Willet 

58. F. Marchand 

59. Dan Walzer, wife, 5 children (Walser) 

60. Joseph Van Dennerker, wife, 6 children (Dennerher) 

61. Joseph Van Dennerker, Jun
r
 (Dennersker) 

62. August Nicolet 

63. Pierre A. Dodez (Dodes) 

64. F. L. Flotron, wife, 4 children (Flatson) 

65. Susannah Bourquin, 3 children 

66. C. A. Blanbain 

67. Benedict Haller (Halber) 

68. Carol Schumer 

69. Johan Maretz (Marets) 

70. F. A. Flotron (Flatran) 

71. P. J. Schenk, wife, 1 child (this is Philippe Jacob Schenk of Le Locle, Neuchâtel) 

72. Phillippi Schenk, wife, 2 children (this is Jean Jaques Philippe Schenk of Le Locle) 

73. J. F. Stoll 

74. Peter M. Junod? (this entry is dimly visible, apparently shaded by the top edge of the next 

attached sheet—not found in the Ancestry index) 

75. F. Petemaitre (Petemaitze) (the correct spelling in Neuchâtel is Petitmaître) 

76. Frances (should be Frederic!) Thebaut, wife, 8 children (the correct spelling in 

Neuchâtel is Thiébaud) 

77. David F. Sanders, wife, 3 children (could “Sanders” and “Sandolt” on this ship actually 

be Sandoz from the Canton of Neuchâtel?) 

78. Fed. A. Verron (the abbreviation Fed. probably should be understood as Frederic) 

79. Fed. A. Junot (correct spelling in Neuchâtel is Junod) 

80. Durs Weiss, wife, 2 children (Dun Weiss) 

81. Anton Weiss, wife, 2 children  

82. Daniel Buren, wife, 3 children 

83. Ferdinand Simon, wife, 4 children 

84. David Farre, 1 child (could possibly be read as Favre) 

85. J. Pochon (T. Pochon) 

86. F. Pochon 

87. Francis L. Sanders, wife, 6 children 

88. August Jacot, wife, 2 children 

89. Jean S. Sandolt (see above, this might be an attempt at Sandoz) 

90. Jean Kointz (Hointz) 

91. Jean J. Geague (?) 

92. A. H. Fleugenein, wife, 1 child (Flougensin)  (could this be an attempt at Huguenin?) 

93. Jean J. Ruggles, wife (Jean P. Ruggles) 

94. Justin Descourdre (Descowedre) (perhaps this should be DesCoudres?) 

95. Pierre Boischue, wife, 3 children 

96. Fed. G. Lepee (i.e., L’Epée) 



97. Elizabeth Lechmer 

98. Barbara Rudy 

99. Gasper Winseler (Windes) 

100. H. L. Fresard (probably Frisard, from St. Imier and Villeret, Canton Bern) 

101. George Keller Kluker (should be considered a double surname?) 

102. A. Grandjean 

103. Susi Jacot (Suse Jacot) 

104. August Aufranc (Cluprane) 

105. Joseph Bindle, wife, 5 children (Bindler) 

106. Oliver Calen, wife, 7 children 

107. David Mallidet (Mallidct) 

108. Louis Aufranc (Cluprane) 

109. Francis Berriet (Berrest) 

110. Eugene A. Fer 

111. Jean J. Landry 

112. Madelain Martinet (should be Madelaine) 

113. Fred. A. Blandinier  

114. Jacob Bagerle 

115. Matheus Honning (Mathews Honning) 

116. Hebert (?) Meot, wife, 2 children (Helen Meot) (probably should be Miot?) 

117. Jacob Schneider, wife, 6 children 

118. Henreas Tenner, wife (Henrcus Tenner) 

119. Nicholas Thorinbert (should probably be Thorimbert) 

120. Julia Nicolet 

121. Charles A. Couvenon (Couvenour) 

122. J. J. Gortz (Gorts) 

123. R. Faver 

124. Johannes Camber (identified by a descendant as Kamber, from Ifenthal, Solothurn) 

125. D. Byer, 1 sister, 1 brother 

126. A. Halter (Walter) 

127. Daniel Koning (probably should be König) 

128. Martin Drechsler 

129. Christopher Schmidt 

130. Frederick Schmidt 

131. Jacob Heuer 

132. Adam Richard 

133. Charles Lauba, wife, 3 children 

134. Jacob Brandt (original lined out) 

135. Carl Cristman 

136. Anna Stelling (lined out) 

137. Constant Farre (could possibly be read as Favre) 

138. Henrich Vaes, wife, 3 children (Vars) 

139. Jacob Von Donnerker (see above, numbers 60 and 61, should be Van Dennerker) 

140. Simeon Martinet 

141. Marian Gabrielle (should be Marianne?) 

142. Mad. M. Tarre 



143. Saveri Mathou (Mathon)  

144. Oliver & Cath
ne

 Geser 

145. Joseph Camber, wife, 5 children (identified by a descendant as Kamber, from Ifenthal, 

Solothurn) 

146. Catherine Von Donnerker (Vandennerker) (see above, should be Van Dennerker) 

147. C. H. Mathy 

148. H. A. Bourquin 

 

A biographical sketch with interesting details about the voyage of the John in 1817, and 

revealing the identity of the cabin passengers “Doctor Henry” and “H. VanTell”, from The 

Pioneers of Homeopathy (Thomas Lindsley Bradford, Philadelphia:  Boericke Tafel, 1897, pp. 

226-232): 

 

Dr. DETWILLER, HENRY. (1795-1887)  

Although there have been many biographical and obituary notices of the death of this 

distinguished man, the following, which appeared in the Hahnemannian Monthly, for 

May, 1887, combines the information in them all and is quoted here verbatim: 

The following notice of the late Henry Detwiller, M. D., of Easton Pa., the man who, on 

July 23d, 1828, made the first homoeopathic prescription in the State, we copy with but 

slight alterations from the Northampton Democrat of April 29th, 1837. 

After seventy-two years of active medical practice Dr. Henry Detwiller, having attained 

the venerable age of ninety-two years, and the distinction of being the oldest 

homoeopathic physician in the United States, if not in the world, has at last ended his 

long and useful career. 

About three weeks ago he arose at an early hour, as has been his habit from childhood, 

took his regular morning walk, and near the corner of Fourth and Northampton streets 

had the misfortune to fall upon the pavement, striking his forehead. 

He was assisted to his feet and returned to his office, partook of his customary lunch, and 

went to Bethlehem to attend several patients ; the following day he made professional 

calls at Frenchtown, N. J., and in the evening of the third day he began to feel the effects 

of the fall. From then until Thursday morning of last week, April 21, at about seven 

o'clock, when he died, he has been confined the greater portion of his time to his room. 

Always accustomed to an outdoor life, his confinement irritated him, but while 

consciousness lasted he still gave minute directions as to the treatment of his patients, and 

superintended the preparation of medicines until through weakness he lost the power of 

articulation. 



His career has been a marvelous one. He was born in Langenbruch, Canton Basel 

Landschaft, Switzerland, on the 13th day of December, 1795. His parents were named 

Henry and Verena Detwiller. 

He attended the village school in his boyhood days, where he showed great aptness for 

learning so much so that when he arrived at the age of thirteen he was sent to a French 

institute at St. Immier, where he pursued his studies until he was fifteen years old. 

He then became the private pupil of Laurentius Senn, M. D., a graduate of the celebrated 

school of Wurzburg. 

He remained under his tutelage for three years and prepared for matriculation in the 

medical department of the University of Freyburg, in the Grand Duchy of Baden, to 

which institution he was admitted in the spring of 1814, where he prosecuted his studies 

for five consecutive semesters. 

After leaving the university, having barely reached his majority, and being fond of 

natural science, he felt a strong desire to penetrate the mysteries of this broad field of 

interesting and useful knowledge, and yearning for new scenes and impressions, he 

determined to cross the seas and explore the regions of the new world. 

He left Basel in the spring of 1817; several hundred emigrants accompanied him to 

Amsterdam. On this passage he acted as physician to the company. When they 

arrived at Muyden, near Amsterdam, he was requested to present himself to a 

medical board at the latter city for examination, which he did, was found competent, 

and was appointed physician on the ship "John," an American vessel from Boston. 

It was an old "three-master" upon its farewell trip, almost worn out, and 

unseaworthy then, but it took on board over four hundred human beings, then, 

women and children. 

Too closely packed in the vessel, extreme heat, perhaps improper food, caused great 

suffering among the passengers. Disease overtook them, the medicine chest became 

empty, and the young doctor was called upon, not only for his medical skill, but the 

contents of his private medicine stores, to save life. 

On board the ship was no less a distinguished personage than General Vandame, 

one of the officers of Napoleon, who had become a political refugee. In the latter 

part of July, 1817, the vessel reached the port of Philadelphia. 

Many of the passengers who were sick when they arrived. with the sick of another vessel, 

were put in charge of Dr. Detwiller by the port physician. 

While thus detained he became professionally acquainted with Dr. Munges, an eminent 

French physician, by whom he was frequently called in consultation in the families of 

Gen. Vandame and other French refugees of rank. 



At the suggestion and persuasion of Joseph Bonaparte and Dr. Munges, he was dissuaded 

from going West, as he at first contemplated, and determined to begin practice in some 

German locality. Having letters of recommendation from high sources, he started out on a 

prospective tour. 

His first visit was to Allentown, where he arrived in the early autumn of 1817, and soon 

entered the office of Dr. Charles W. Martin, then a prominent physician in that county, 

where he remained as assistant for about seven months, during which time he displayed 

so much real knowledge and skill in his profession that he at once gained the confidence 

of all. 

During the winter following and after there was much sickness in the country, puzzling in 

its nature the skill of physicians generally, and causing much distress in the locality. 

The young German doctor soon discovered that the disease was caused by lead 

poisoning. The drug being in form of the malate of lead, produced by keeping fruits in the 

earthen jars then in common use, and in the manufacture of which litharge was employed. 

Dr. Detwiller at once applied the proper antidotes and gate the necessary instruction to 

warn the people against the danger and the disease disappeared. 

Of course, the successful treatment at once made the young doctor very popular among 

these people, and from various localities came urgent invitations to establish himself 

among them. 

Finally, in the spring of 1818, he moved to Hellertown, in Northampton county, and 

opened an office there. Having thus settled himself, he soon made the acquaintance of au 

estimable lady named Elizabeth Appel, to whom he was married in December of the 

same year. 

They lived happily together for seventeen years, when Mrs. Detwiller died, leaving three 

sons and four daughters to mourn her loss. 

[In the year 1828, Wm. Wesselhoeft, M. D., and Henry Detwiller, M. D., were practicing 

near each other, the former at Bath, Pa., the latter at Hellertown, twelve miles south of 

Bath. 

They met frequently in social life and in professional consultation. At one of their 

meetings Dr. Wesselhoeft mentioned that he had received from his father and Dr. Stapf, 

in Germany, some books on Homoeopathy and a box of homoeopathic medicines. 

He asked Dr. Detwiller to examine with him the new system of medicine. 

Dr. Detwiller complied by studying up a case he then had on hand, of retarded 

menstruation with severe colic, and found Pulsatilla indicated. 



He administered it - the first homoeopathic dose in Pennsylvania, July 23, 1828, and was 

rewarded by a speedy and complete cure.— 

Transactions of the World's Homeopathic Convention, 1876, Vol. 11, p. 773.] 

From that time until his death he has been the unwavering student, practitioner and 

champion of the principles of Homoeopathy. 

In 1836 he paid a visit to his native land, accompanied by his eldest son, William, whom 

he placed in one of the institutions of learning there to pursue his studies under the 

guardianship of a professional friend. 

During his stay in the old country he formed the acquaintance of many learned men of 

Europe, among the rest such celebrities as Dr. Hahnemann, Profs. Shoenlein, Oken, 

Shintz, and others. 

During his sojourn he visited his Alma Mater, presented his certificate of examination 

(absolutorium) executed in the fall of 1816, when he had not attained his majority, or the 

age required by the statutes for the holding of a degree. 

So, after an absence of twenty years, he applied to the medical faculty for an 

examination, and, if found worthy, for the grant of a diploma. 

The faculty met, and, after subjecting him to a rigorous examination, he was rewarded 

with that to which he would have been entitled twenty years before had he been of age, 

namely, a diploma of Doctor Medicinae, Chirurgiae et Artis Obstetriciae. 

In 1853 he removed to Easton, where he has since resided. During an his years of 

extensive practice he was ever able to devote himself to his favorite scientific studies. 

He collected Flora Sauconensis, the name by which he called his herbarium, the 

specimens being collected principally in Upper and, Lower Saucon. 

(Many botanical excursions were made in company with his friends, Dr. De Schweinitz 

and, Dr. Hübner.) 

The ornithological specimens, the mammals, reptiliae, cheloniae, etc., collected and, 

prepared by him, represented, with but few exceptions, the whole fauna of Pennsylvania. 

A large number of them were sent to the University of Basel, while he was corresponding 

member of the National Historical Society there. 

He was elected a member of the Medical Faculty of the Academy of the Homoeopathic 

Healing Art at Allentown, in 1836, and, in 1844 assisted at the organization of the 

American Institute of Homoeopathy in New York City, and, retained his membership in 

the society until the close of his life. 



In 1866 he assisted in the formation of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of 

Pennsylvania, and, continued his relations as member until his death. 

In September, 1886, he attended the dedication of the new Hahnemann College and, 

Hospital in Philadelphia, and, was described by one of the city journals as follows: 

“A bright eyed and rosy-faced, but bowed and gray-haired man, sat in one of the airy 

halls of the beautiful Hahnemann College and Hospital buildings last night, looking 

smilingly around him on hundreds of men and woolen. 

It was Dr. Henry Detwiller, of Easton, and the one man who in all that throng had spoken 

to the great apostle of Homoeopathy, Hahnemann himself.” 

He was always interested in educational institutions, and for fourteen years held the 

position of school director in Lower Saucon township. 

He took an active interest in many business enterprises, and has accumulated a large 

fortune. 

He was President of the North Penn Iron Company during its successful operations, and 

connected with other furnaces, rolling mills, etc. 

He was for many years a communicant member of the Third Street Reformed church. 

He was the oldest member of the Masonic fraternity in this part of the State. His family 

consisted of three sons, all of whom were physicians, and four daughters, as follows: 

Dr. Charles Detwiller, deceased;  

Dr. Wm. Detwiller, of Hellertown;  

Dr. John J. Detwiller, of Easton, who for years past has been associated with his 

father in practice;  

Henrietta Heller, widow of C. B. Heller, of Hellertown;  

Matilda Martin, widow of Dr. Charles Martin, of Allentown;  

Cecelia Detwiller, wife of Jacob Detwiller, of Jersey City;  

Lucinda Lilliendahl, wife of J. A. Lilliendahl, of Jersey City. 

In addition to these children he leaves twenty-seven grandchildren, twenty-one great-

grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren. 

The funeral of the late Dr. Henry Detwiller, took place on Monday, from his residence in 

Centre Square, and though of a private character, was largely attended. 

The aged physician, who was not only the oldest man in our city, but the oldest 

practitioner of medicine of his school in the world, and as far as information can he 

obtained, the oldest of any school, had many friends. 



In looking upon him resting in his coffin it was difficult to believe that for three-quarters 

of a century he had engaged in active professional life. 

His remains which had been placed in the spacious parlors of his residence, were visited 

during the morning by a large number of people. 

They were enclosed in a handsome casket. The floral tributes were very beautiful. At the 

head of the casket were two sheaves of wheat with a sickle composed of white rosebuds, 

and a large pillow of lilies and roses. At his feet were a wreath of laurels and a cluster of 

lilies. 

The services were conducted by
 
the Rev. Mr. Kieffer, of the Third Street Reformed 

church, in accordance with the beautiful ritual of the German Reformed church, to which 

the dead man was so greatly attached, and to which his direct ancestors had adhered for 

the last 300 years. 

The choir sang “Asleep in Jesus” and “Abide With Ale.” 

At the conclusion of the services the body was borne to the hearse by eight pall-bearers: 

Dr. H. Heller, of Hellertown; Dr. Constantine Martin, of Allentown; Norton Martin, Esq., 

of Allentown; Harry Lilliendahl, Esq., William Lilliendahl and Clarence Detwiller, of 

Jersey City; Henry Detwiller, of Bethlehem, and William Detwiller, of Easton, all 

grandchildren of the deceased. 

The interment was private and was only winessed by the immediate relatives. At a special 

meeting of the Lehigh Valley Homoeopathic Medical Society, held at the office of Dr. 

Doolittle, Easton, April 25, at which there was a full attendance, the following resolutions 

were passed: 

WHEREAS, After a long and useful life, it has pleased Divine Providence to remove 

from us Dr. Henry Detwiller, au ex-President of this society: 

Resolved, That in his death this society has lost a faithful and a most useful member. 

Resolved, That while we most deeply deplore his loss, we are truly thankful that he was 

allowed to live so many years among us. 

Resolved, That by his seventy two years of active practice, his great devotion to his 

professional duty, his kindness and courtesy to those of us who came in professional 

contact with him he has established among us for himself a perpetual remembrance and 

left us an example worthy of emulation. 

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved family our sincere sympathy. 

Resolved, That we attend the funeral in a body. 



Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of the deceased, to each 

of the papers of this city, to the North American Journal of Homoeopathy and to the 

Hahnemannian. 

E. D. Doolittle, M. D., F. J. Slough, M. D. Daniel Yoder, M. D. 

(Cleave's Biography. N. Am. Jour. Hom., vol. 35, P. 383. Hahn. Mo., vol, 22, p. 299. 

Med. Adv., vol. 18, p. 596. Hom. Phys., vol. 7, p. 212. World's Con., vol. 2, p. 655. Trans. 

Am. Inst. Hom., 1887. Trans. Pa. Hom. Med. Soc., 1887.) 

 


